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universe, will attain to bliss, \vhile the others will be
destroyed by Angalamma. The people worship her to
avoid falling victims to her unquenchable anger, since
her main object is believed to be to devour and consume
everything that comes in her way. She is said
especially to have a great relish for bones!
Another deity of a very different disposition is
Kamachiamma,1 whose name implies that she is full of
good and gracious qualities. She is reported to have
been born a Brahman girl, and then to have become the
avatara of one of the Ashta Sakti.
Another benevolent deity is Thuropathiamina, who
is reported to have been the wife of a lj.ishi and a very
virtuous woman; so, in her nest birth, she was allowed
to be born a king's daughter. Accordingly when
Thurupatham, King of Panchala, offered a puihr&y&gam
(putrayaga, i.e. a sacrifice to obtain a child) she came
forth from the fire. She afterwards became the wife
of the Pai&lavas, the five brothers famous in the great
Hindu epic, the Mak&bh&rata^ and is regarded as one of
the Ashta Sakti.
(c) The functions of the different goddesses are not
at all clearly marked in the Telugu country. The
people often told me " They are only different names
for the same goddess/' In some places there is a
special cholera goddess, e.g. Ankamma, and in others
a special small-pox goddess, e.g. Gangamma; but as a
rule the infliction and removal of epidemics and disasters
is a general function of all goddesses alike. On the
other hand, in the Coimbatore, Tanjore, and Trichino-
poly districts of the Tamil country, where the people
have been for many generations past far more influenced
by civilization and Brahmanism than in the Telugu
country, I found that the functions of different deities
were far more differentiated and that often elaborate
stories were current as to their origin and characters.
For example, one of the deities worshipped in almost
1 Sanskrit Kamakshi, " the love-eyed one," an epitnet of Kali,
the wife of Siva,